
Constitution of the Ukrainian Students’ Association

Article I – Name

1.1
This organization shall be known as the Ukrainian Students’ Association.

Article II – Objectives

2.1 The objectives of the Ukrainian Students’ Association shall be:

2.1.1 Act as a forum for students of Ukrainian background and/or interested in Ukrainian culture.

2.1.2 Organize social activities to enable Ukrainian students to meet.

2.1.3 Provide students with Ukrainian resources.

2.1.4 Expose all members of the Association to Ukrainian culture.

Article III – Membership

3.1
There shall be three levels of membership within the association: 
3.1.1
general membership,
3.1.2
associate membership,
3.1.3
honourary membership.

3.2
General membership shall 


3.2.1
be open to all students of the University of Ottawa upon payment of the annual membership fee,


3.2.2
have the right



3.2.2.1
to speak on all matters pertaining to the association,



3.2.2.2
to have a vote at all general membership meetings,



3.2.2.3
to vote in all elections,



3.2.2.4
to seek nomination for any executive position so long as they are an undergraduate student,



3.2.2.5
to partake in any events of the association


3.2.3
be duly informed of any and all meetings, events and elections of the association.

3.3
Associate membership shall 


3.3.1 
be open to anyone wishing to partake in the events of the association,
3.3.2
not be required to pay the annual membership fee,


3.3.3
shall have the right to



3.3.3.1
partake in events of the association,



3.3.3.2
speak at general membership meetings of the association.

3.4
Honourary membership shall.


3.4.1
be granted by the general membership for a duration decided upon by the general membership,
3.4.2
be granted the same rights as associate members.

3.5
Membership to the Ukrainian Students’ Association shall be open to all students undertaking post-secondary studies at the University of Ottawa but a minimum of 70% of the association’s total membership must be undergraduate students at the University of Ottawa.
3.6
Only undergraduate students at the University of Ottawa may assume executive positions.

V – Executive

4.1 The following Officers shall form the Executive:

4.1.1 Knyaz/Knyahynya

4.1.2 Poradnyk

4.1.3 Skarbnyk

Article V – Duties

5.1 The Executive shall be responsible for the following:

5.1.1 The KNYAZ/KNYAHYNYA shall:

· Call at least three meetings of the Association each year and shall preside over such meetings in a fair and democratic manner consistent with Robert’s Rule of Order.

· Be the liaison between the Association, the SFUO-FEUO and other societies to ensure that the provisions of the Constitution are properly observed at all times.

· In the event of a tie, have the deciding vote on a motion before the Executive.

5.1.2 The PORADNYK shall:

· In the absence of the Knyaz/Knyahynya, undertake the duties stated in 5.1.1.

· Assist the Knyaz/Knyahynya to ensure all decisions are made in accordance with the constitution.

· Keep the minutes of all Association proceedings.

· Conduct any necessary correspondence as directed by the Executive

5.1.3
The SKARBNYK shall:

· Be responsible for all financial dealings of the association.

· Keep complete records of all financial dealings of the association

· Have signing authority for the association
Article VI – Elections to the Executive

6.1 All election procedures will abide by the policies set out in Policy Resolution 4, Part 7.
Article VII – Meeting Procedures

7.1 The Knyaz/Knyahynya of the Ukrainian Students’ Association at least three times a year shall call general meetings, including the annual general meeting, with at least seven days notice to all members.

7.2 Emergency meetings of the Association may be called by the Executive to discuss urgent matters.  Emergency meetings shall require that at least twenty-four hours notice be given to all members.

7.3 The Knyaz/Knyahynya or Poradnyk may call emergency meetings of the Executive with at least twenty-four hours notice to all members.

Article VIII – Resignations and By-Elections

8.1 A member of the Executive may resign at any point during the academic year.

8.2 The resignation of an Officer of the Executive must be in written form and submitted to the remaining Executive members.

8.3 All Ukrainian Students’ Association property under the possession of the resigning Officer must be surrendered at the time of resignation.

8.4 A by-election shall be held to fill the vacant Executive position at the next Association meeting, provided that the said meeting date is at least one week after the date of resignation.

8.5 By-election notices must be transmitted to the general membership of the Association at least one week prior to the date of the by-election.

8.6 By-elections shall be governed by the policies set out in Policy Resolution 4, Part 7.

Article IX – Finances

9.1
A membership fee will be set by the executive annually.

Article X – Constitutional amendments

10.1 This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds majority vote in the affirmative of the members present.

10.2 Notice of proposed amendments to the constitution shall be provided to the members with the notice of meeting.

10.3 Amendments to the constitution must be approved by the Clubs Council, which must be presented with a typed copy of the proposed amendment as well as typed minutes from the meeting when the amendment was passed in order to prove that this amendment was adopted
Article XI – Impeachment

11.1 Any member of the association who commits an act negatively affecting the interests of the association and its members may be given notice of impeachment.

11.2 The impeached individual will have the right to defend his/her actions.

11.3 A two-thirds majority vote in the affirmative of members present will result in the removal of the impeached individual from the association and the loss of any privileges associated with the association.

Article XII – Declaration of Reciprocity

12.1In order to ensure the good and the unity of the greater Ukrainian community, the Association shall

12.1.1
work in cooperation with the established Ukrainian students’ organization at Carleton University


12.1.2
recognize and respect the executive of the organization mentioned in section 12.1.1 as official ambassadors.


12.1.3
recognize all members of the organization mentioned in section 12.1.1 as honourary members of the Association

Article XIII – Agency Clause

13.1
The Ukrainian Students’ Association is not an agent of the University of Ottawa (and or its Departments and Faculties) or the Student Federation of the University of Ottawa and its views and actions do not represent those of the University of Ottawa or the Student Federation of the University of Ottawa.
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